A NEW SPECIES OF ALOE FROM MOZAMBIQUE 
By G. W. REYNOLDS 
(With Plates XII, XIII.) 


Aloe decurva Reynolds. Species nova, affinis A. ortholophae Christian 
et Milne-Redhead, pedunculo curvo racemis deflexis cylindraceis floribus 
densioribus subsessilis differt. 

Planta succulenta, acaulis. Folia 20—24, dense rosulata, ensiformia, 
patentia, canaliculata, recurva, basi 9 cm. lata, 15—20 mm. crassa, 
usque ad 55 cm. longa, supra viridula, immaculata, subtus convexa, ad 
margines sinuato-dentata, dentibus 3 mm. longis, 8—15 mm. distantibus 
munita. 

Inflorescentia saepe simplex, 90 cm. alta.  Pedunculus curvatus. 
Racemi densissimi, late cylindracei, 15—20 cm. longi, 10—12 em. dia- 
metro, deflexi vel decurvi. Bracteae ovato-acutae, 2 mm. longae, 3 mm. 
latae, 3-nervatae. Pedicelli usque ad 1 mm. longi. Perianthiwm rubrum, 
eylindraceo-ventricosum, trigonum, 38 mm. longum; segmenta exteriora 
fere libera. Antherae 10—12 mm. exsertae. Stigma demum 15—20 mm. 
exserta. Ovarium 6 mm. longum, 3:5 mm. diametro. (Plates XII, XIII.) 

Mozambique: Along the top of Zembe Mountain, 18 miles south of 
Vila Pery, 3,500 ft., cult. hort. Munch, Rusape, fl. 15 July 1956, Reynolds 
8200 holotype (PRE), isotype (SRGH, K). 


This very distinctive new species was discovered in 1949 by Mr. R. C. 
Munch of “Mona”, Rusape, Southern Rhodesia, on Zembe Mountain, 
18 miles south of Vila Pery (on the Umtali—Beira road) and about 93 
miles by road east of Umtali. 

Plants collected there flowered regularly in Mr. Munch's gardens, 
but a plant grown in Johannesburg for five years has not flowered. 

In July 1956, Mr. and Mrs. Munch conducted me to Zembe Mountain, 
and after a steep climb of a thousand feet we found large numbers of 
plants growing in shallow pockets of soil on semi-denuded granite slopes 
along the top of Zembe Mountain (with A. excelsa Berger, A. Chabaudi 
Schonl. and A. Cameronii Hemsl. nearby), but only two plants were 
found with a few flowers left. 

A. decurva is distinguished from all other known species by having a 
somewhat sulcate curved peduncle bearing a short densely flowered 
““bottle-brush”-like raceme that is always deflexed or decurved. The 
bracts and the almost sessile flowers are also deflexed. 
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The 38 mm. cylindric-ventricose flowers of A. decurva appear to be 
nearest allied to those of A. ortholopha Christian et Milne-Redhead from 
Mtoroshonga Pass in the Umvukwes, 61 miles north of Salisbury, but the 
latter has a 2—4-branched inflorescence, much longer horizontal racemes, 
8 mm. pedicels, secund flowers, and very different leaves. 

In leaf characters only, A. decurva is near A. sessiliflora Pole Evans, 
which differs in having much longer narrower “bottle-brush”-like racemes 
of sessile considerably shorter campanulate flowers. 

Only two plants were found on Zembe Mountain with forked peduncles, 
all the others being simple. Two and three inflorescences are produced 
from a rosette, and flowers open first along the sunny side of racemes. 

The description is based on observations on Zembe Mountain and on 
several specimens from the same locality flowering in Mr. Munch's gardens. 

Description: Plants acaulescent or with very short stem, solitary, 
sometimes dividing into 2 rosettes. 

Leaves 20—24, densely rosulate, ensiform, spreading and recurved 
near apex, up to 9 cm. broad at base, 15—20 mm. thick, gradually 
attenuate and up to 55 em. long; upper surface dull green with reddish 
tinge, without spots or markings, concave at base, canaliculate upwards; 
lower surface rounded, dull green, without spots or markings; margins 
sinuate-dentate, armed with pungent deltoid teeth averaging 3 mm. long, 
irregularly 8—15 mm. distant; sap dries yellow. 

Inflorescence simple, very rarely furcate, up to 90 cm. long, sometimes 
2—3 from a rosette. 

Peduncle curved obliquely, with the raceme decurved, basally plano- 
convex and 20 mm. broad, brown and somewhat sulcate, with several 
sterile-bracts, the lowest broadly ovate-acute, 20 mm. long, 15 mm. 
broad at base, thin, scarious, many-nerved, smaller upwards. 

Racemes very densely flowered, broadly cylindric, very slightly 
acuminate, 15—20 em. long, 10—12 cm. diam., youngest buds minutely 
spotted and spreading slightly downwards, the whole raceme curved . 
downwards, the flowers deflexed and opening first on the sunny side. 

Bracts very small, broadly ovate-obtuse, 2 mm. long, 3 mm. broad 
at base, thin, subscarious, 3-nerved. 

Pedicels negligible, at most 1 mm. long. 

Perianth bright red, sometimes orange, cylindric-ventricose, trigonal, 
averaging 38 mm. long, 5 mm. diam. across the ovary, 11 mm. at the 
middle, thence narrowing to a constricted mouth with the segment apices 
pressing on the exserted filaments; outer segments free almost to base 
(tube 5 mm. at most), 5-nerved, the apices subacute, straight; inner 
segments broader than the outer, thinner at the edges, the apices more 
obtuse. 
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PLATE XIII. Aloe decurva Reynolds. 


‘Fic. 1. Raceme x 1/6 approx., at the angle produced. 
Fic. 2. Flowers 1/1, from bud to post-pollination stage. 
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Filaments filiform-flattened, rather thick, pink within, the exserted 
portion orange, the 3 inner narrower and lengthening before the 3 outer 
with their anthers in turn exserted 10—12 mm. 

Stigma at length exserted 15—20 mm. 

Ovary pale green, 6 mm. long, 3-5 mm. diam. 
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